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I. | Dr. Balguy's Sermon on Church Government, preached at 
the Conſecration of the Right Rev. Jonathan Shipley, 
IN D. Lord Biſhop'of Landaff, Feb. 12, 1769. 


2. Dr. Balguy' 8 Charge delivered to che Clergy of the Arch- 

- deaconry of Wincheſter, in the Year 1772. 
To propoſe the Amendmynt, of ſome particulars. in the, preſent eſtabliſh 
ment, in order to tile making it more perfect, ' is chat · cannot well be 


complained of. But to propoſe a ſcheme, which cannot be admitted 
without the entire deffraion and total abolition of the whole preſent 


conſtitutiong can end in no good.? © 7 5 
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1 PETER 1, 13. 
sSUBMIr YOURSELVES. To EVERY ORDINANCE or MAW 
FOR THE LORD'S SAKE. | 14 111 


following verſes, was the reluctance with whichthe 

Jewiſh Converts ſubmitted to the Roman Govern- 
ment; ariſing moſt probably from the wrong conceptions they 
had entertained of the kingdom of Chriſt. It was neceſ- 
ſary, on many accounts, to correct theſe falſe notions; which 
had an evident tendency to diſgrace a new religion, and obs 
ſtruct its ſucceſs in the world, The Apoſtle, therefore, 
exhorts his followers to. ſubmit. themſelves for the Lord's 
ſake ; from the regard they owed to Jeſus, the author of 
their faith, and the zeal = ought to 1 for e 


9 * Av; Wis 1288 
f 4 : | But 


ry occaſion of theſe words, as 3 the 


tad. 


But though the words were written with this particular 
view, the precept itſelf is general. It ſuits all times, and 
all places. For ſubjection to authority is the invariable 
duty of a Chriſtian. Had the Apoſtles. been ſilent, it wap 
ſtill have been a duty. The example and the precepts of 
our bleſſed Lord will not ſuffer us to entertain: a doubt upon 
this head. 


Nor is there any reaſon to confine the words of the 
Apoſtle to that one branch of authority which gave occaſion 
to them. We are to ſubmit to every ordinance of man; 
eccleſiaſtical, as well as civil. The reaſon is the ſame in 
all. We cannot better expreſs aur duty to God, than by 
ſubmiſſion to the ordinances of man. 


It is true indeed, we muſt judge for ourſelves, to what 
perſons we are bound to. ſubmit. It was neither reaſonable, 
nor poſſible, for a Chriftian church to receive its laws and 
ordinances. from a Heathen emperor. He might be, as he 
was, the head of the national religion: but he had no right 
to preſeribe to thoſe, who ſeparated themſelves from it. 
Theſe laſt were to be ſubject to him in civil affairs only: in 
matters of religion they had other Guides, to whoſe au- 
thority they were bound © — 


© Yet even theſes Guides, wig Wann. direction was 
n were ordained men. And when, in proceſs 
3 of 


5 0 


of time, civil and eccleſiaſtical power came to be united in 
the ſame Supreme Magiſtrate; to that Magiſtrate, and to 
all that had authority under him, it became the duty of 
Chriſtians to ſubmit ns | 


In this caſe, as as in many "ottiers, Rothe A WON | 
the principles of reaſon. For the-benefits of ſociety cannot 
be obtained, unleſs each perſon ſubmit his private opinion. 
to public authority: and we know therefore with certainty, | 
that the ſame God, who made us focial beings, wills us to 
diſcharge this moſt eſſential duty of ſociety. If this be e. 
dent in regard to civil authority, it will hold equally good 
of eccleſiaſtical. Religion cannot ſubſiſt in the world with-. 
out public inſtitutions of religion; nor theſe without pub» 
lic authority. Not only times and places muſt be ap- 
pointed, but perſons alſo are to be elected, and forms pre- 
ſcribed, for public teaching and public worſhip. So: that 
church- authority, if extending no farther than this, is 
founded on principles of nature and reaſon, as well as confirmed | 
by revelation, But the particular manner i in which this autho- 
rity is to be conſtituted; whether i it is to be veſted in fingle 
men, or in bodies of men, or in geveral aſſemblies: theſe 
are points left to human prudence ; and Tiable, amidſt the 
changes of human affairs, to perpetual variation. In all 
ordinary caſes, it is the duty of a churchman, as well as of 
a citizen, to ſubmit quietly to the powers that be: not to 
indulge himſelf in a fruitleſs, perhaps hurtful; inquiry, how r 
they might have been more wiſely conſtituted. DefeRts in 

AY 


. Cl s ] 

8  conflitatian; whether in church or Date, will not jus 
tify diſobedience, We can then only be releaſed from ſub- 
jection, when we ſee and feel, that the abuſe of authority 
deſtroys the very end for which it was given. Till this 
extreme caſe happen, both miniſters and people, in either 
ſociety, will find their * duties * Plainly 
marked out. 


1. It mould r never 1 forgotten by ils: that FM are 
ſubject to higher authority. They are to execute law, not 
to make it. They are to embrace every occaſion of doing 
ood, within the limits preſcribed them: without thoſe li- 
mits they can do no good. For no accidental advantage can 
ſtand in competition with the main end of all government, 
the ſupport and eſtabliſhment of ſettled rules. 


The truth of this in civil affairs few men will diſpute, 
Even they would be glad to preſerve the appearance of law, 
who break through the ſubſtance of it without remorſe. But 
the miniſters of religion have often been leſs ſcrupulous 2 
either as ſuppoſing themſelves veſted with an authority 
above law; or limited in their obedience to human law by 
he dictates of religion; or, what is worſt of all, inſpired by 


heaven to trample both law and reaſon under their feet. 


6 1. The clergy, it has been ſaid (and it has been ſaid by 
Proteſtants as well as Catholics) derive their commiſſion not 


From man but God; to whoſe immutable decrees all human 


2 power 


47 3 
power muſt bend. It has been ſaid by men who profeſs the- 
greateſt abhorrence of popery,.that the. church is independent 
on the fate; I might haye ſaid, ſuperior to it. _ Nay, if we 
liſten. to ſome, who have called tl etoſelyes miniſters of the | 
| reformed religion, we Mall find t their pretenſio! ons ſcarce let 
arrogant, than thaſe of Rome itlelf, Princes, it ſeems, ARK 3 
ſenates, are employed i in. meaner offices, and ought to re-- 
deive laws from them, not to preſcribe ! & This miſtake, whe-- 
ther popiſh. or proteſtant, has been both frequent and fatal: 31 
and has brought infinite diſcredit on the cauſe of religion. 
It ſhould have been conſidered, that, in every proper { 3 id 
af the words, the miniſters of the ſtate, as well as thoſe of 
the church, receive their commiſſon from God. Ie ie 
doubtleſs, agreeable to his will, that civil,” as well as reli 
ous offices ſhould be properly "difchar ged; and. it 1s" 4.4 | 
dently. impoflible, they ſhould be dr charged as they 19 2 
if not directed by authority. But in both caſes equally, the - 
perſons who preſcribe, as well as thoſe who execute of tg | 
are of human appointment. Fo Whatever authority. 
ployed- in the ſervice. of religion, whether ſubot 5 or 
ſupreme, may without any breſumption be referred to. God 3: 
from whom all juſt power is derived. But the actual c ekt 
ciſe of it, by particular men is founded. only. an conſeht; 2d, 
whatever part of. it is delegated to inferiot minilters, f is C0! 
veyed to them by the act of their ſuperiors, and conveyed 
only in ſuch form and manner as the law has appointed. 1 
they go one ſtep therefote beyond · this, they act en | 
authority at all, either from God or man. 


wy 
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1. Nor i is e more weight in the PO pretence 415 
leged, vix. that the obedience we owe to human gover- 
nors may, and muſt be, limited by te dictates of religion. 
For, if we are not at liberty to execute the truſt repoſec in 
us, we are ſurely at liberty to lay it down: ah it is a crime, 
not a duty, to perſiſt in an employment, which we find 
ourſelves unable to diſcharge, wither breaking chrough 
the. moſt ſolemn e and e on the 2 
of . 


| 3. ks anbrer to the laſt plea «att; I kave ug to la- 

ment the infirmity of human pature. It is to no purpoſe to 
üpply to mens reaſon, when they are governed by ſome⸗ 
thing ſtronger than reaſon. One thing is certain, that the 
influence of entltuſiaſm has ever ben fatal to all regular 


| OO 


It js the duty then of biber in an cable n 
to conform ſtriciy to the rules preſeribed them. Ir is their 
duty in eur own church to conform to her liturgy and arti- 
cles: both of which are preſcribed, by unqueſtionable au- 
thority. Her liturgy is 70 us the rule f publie worſhip; 
ber articles, with her catechiſm, the rule of public in- 
ſtr uction. 


Sy arte nn cw bor we wg 


ves. 1 


7 h , | | I begin 


CSS]: 


1 with che litathy's in which doubtleſs there. are 
ſome things to be found, capable of amendment; though, 
upon the whole, we may think it very lawfyl, both to ule it, 
and to ſubſcribe to it. Certainly we are to uſe no other : we 
can neither add nor take away, without diſobedience to au- 
thority. The faults imputed to our public ſervice are ſome 
of them indeed of ſuch a nature, as to admit of no altera- 
tion. In theſe inſtances we muſt renounce our faith, before 
we can conſent to reform our worſhip ; to reform it, I mean, 
in the only way which can ſtop the complaints of its ad- 
verſaries. As for other objections, they are many of them 
fanciful and fooliſh ; moſt of them againſt things of little 
conſequence to the main ends of Chriſtian worſhip. . The 
few faults that deſerve any degree of attention, are. com- 
penſated by great virtues: and the genera/ tendency of our 
prayers and praiſes is to inſpire our hearts with piety to God, 
and charity to man, If you allow all this to be true, and 
yet cannot in conſcience ſubmit to the forms preſcribed, you 
are evidently diſqualified for the office of a miniſter; and 
that not only in the Engliſh church, but in all churches, 
For no faultleſs church ever ſubſiſted fince the days of the 
Apoſtles; and no ſuch church ever will ſubſiſt, till the con- 


ſummation of all things. x ob ee 


But, if you ſhould maintain, that the liturgy of our 8 
is wholly undeſerving of the character here given it: if you 
B think 


=. 4 
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think it irreligious and unchriſtian, and likely to-defeat;, ra- 

ther than promote, the ends it was deſigned to ferve ; on 
theſe principles, I will not deny that you may eontinue a 
miniſter: but not furely. in the church you condemm; it cats 
never: be a fair and an honourable part to remain in a ſo- 
ciety, and ſhare the benefits. of it, without obedience to its. 
governors... All that can be done, in ſuch circumſtances, is to 
ſeparate yourſelf altogether; and exerciſs your function, if 


you are allowed to exerciſe it, in ſome derer _ more: 
Chriſtian . 


Nor are we ede . in our public esd, to ſet: 
up private opinion in oppoſition to authority: though we: 
have here indeed a larger field, and more is truſted to our 
own diſeretion. For I conceive we are not obliged, in out 
diſdourſes from the pulpit, either to explain or defend every. 
particular doctrine ſet forth in the articles of religion: and 
it ſeems, we are allowed, not required,, to read the homilies- 
of the church, inſtead of qur on private compoſitions 2- 
eſpecially as thoſe homilies, ary recommended to us with a. 
uliar reference to the time; in-whieh- they were written, 
ut we are far from being at liberty to- ſay all we pleaſe. 
Every word that comes from our mouths in. oppoſition ta 
the eſtabliſhed faith, is a violation of the moſt ſolemn. 
engagements, and an act of diſobedience to lawful au- 
thority, 


| | | ; ba Here 


Lu] 


Flere again it will be urged by ſome. perſons, „ Were 
« to obey God rather than man. A Chriſtian miniſter is to 
« preach the goſpel of Chriſt, not to inculcate the doctrinos of 
11 a national church: and it is his duty alſo to preach tho hoi 
2 goſpel; not to confine himſolf go ſuch parts of it, as he 


++ finds to conſiſt with human ereeds and articles. But 
how, I aſk, did it become his duty? He was once at liberty 
to chuſe for himſelf, whether he would reach any part of 
the goſpel: What is it, that now binds him to presch the 
whole of it? Certainly they who niade him a preacher im- 
poſed no ſuch obligation, They neither required, nor an- 
thoriſed him to.preach-any other doctrine thai is agroenbls 
to the inſtitutions of the eſtabliſhed church. 


ee eee | 
church are notoriouſly ſalſe and inaptouss ſhould they ap- 
pear deſtructive to the cauſe of roligion and virtus: it wil 
then indeed be the duty of a minifier, as of every other 
man, to ſet himſelf in oppdfition to ſuch do@rines: But he 
muſt firſt ceaſe: tv be a miniſtory I mean, in chat ſociety: 
where ſuch corruption prevail. He cannot in honeut ar- 
cept employments and rewards from the ſatne church which: 
he is determined to oppoſe. F he will aft eicher come 
ſiſtently or honeſtly, he muſt reſiga his tice, ot — 


luperiors. 


B 2 | T am. 


| Eaprice of every ſingle man, and expoſing thera to 1 8 887 | 
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I am far from wiſhing to diſcourage the clergy of the 
eſtabliſhed church from thinking for themſelves, -or from 
ſpeaking what they think: not even from writing, where 
the importance of the occaſion may ſeem to. demand it, and 
where no weightier reaſon forbids it. I ſay nothing againſt 
the right of private judgement: againſt freedom of thought, 
or freedom of ſpeech. I only contend that men ought not 
to attack the church from thoſe very pulpits, in which they 
were placed for her defence: and leſs than this can never 
be admitted, without leaving Chriſtian ' congregations to the 


doubt and diſcord, WHIT all hope of relief. 


Are theſe * ;oles unfavourible to liberty 7 To legal li- 
berty they certainly are not: to anarchy on the one hand, 
and tyranny on the other, they ſtand in profeſſed oppoſition. 
To live without government, belongs only to ſavages: to be 
governed by will, is the condition of ſlaves. The freeſt of 


men are thoſe who live by ſettled rules, under the influence 


of authority prudently conſtituted, and temperately uſed... 
The national church claims not more than this: and I am- 


much miſtaken, if even our diſſenting congregations, they 


who profeſs to reje& all human ordinances, will ever "on 


| content with leſs. 


I. The 


C 13 1 


II. The ſame principles from which we have deduced the 

| obligations of miniſters, will equally : ſerve to eſtabliſh the 

duties of the people; their duty whilſt they continue mem- 
bers of a national church, and nm | 

1 W am it. 3 | 
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1. Whil NR continue 1 are to he, con- 
ſtant i in their attendance on thoſe religious ordinances, which, 
the laws of their country have provided for them; and to- 
attend them with ſeriouſneſs. and devotion. They are not 
obliged to ſubmit implicitly to the inſtructions of their 
teachers: for human teachers may err. But they are to 
hear attentively, and to weigh impartially; and to ſuffer the 
arguments and exhortations, which are offered them, in the 
cauſe of m * e . eee * 

; 2 a F404” 

On the other hand, 1 more repugnant to the 
very nature and end of a Chriſtian church, than to invade 
the province of regular miniſters, and to intrude uncalled 
into the ſacred offices of religion. The legal deſignation of 
particular perſons to theſe offices cannot but mean, if it means. 
any thing, that all who are not appointed are encluded. For 
the liberty of praying and preaching, according to the im- 
pulſe of each man's private fancy, is the very evil, and ſurehy 
it is an evil, which church authority was deſigned to- cure. 

, , X x | 2. But: 


«, 


\ 


141 


2. But it may be, you- will ſay, as it was formerly, that 
the national church is. impious ind idolatrous. And are 
Chriſtians to afliſt at the rites of Paganiſm are Proteſtants 
to join. in the ſueriſioe of the maſs, in the worſhip of images, 
in a blind ſubjection to the decrees of the Pops? Nothing, 
I hope, has been ſaid ; nothing, I am ſure, was meant, 
which can warrant this concluſion, When theſe extreme 


| caſes happen, we are to obey the Evangelical -precept, 


Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of 
40 * and eee * Rer. xviii, 4 


But hh no ſucn pretence an be — 1 e- 
dow of reaſon; where nothing is praiſed diſienourable to 
God, and nothing is taught injurious to man; nothing 
which can make us bad parents, bad friends, had citizens: 
I muſt have leave to doubt whether ſmaller improprietꝭos, or 


even unimportant miſtakes, will juſtify a ſeparation, Reli- 


gious diviſions have produeed much miſchief in the work, 
and are likely to produce much more. But ſubmiſſion te 
an eſtabliſhment, where the eſſential parts of religion. are 
ſecured, can produce tone at all; er none but what is infi- 

nitely outweighed by the — NA 3 
order, and public 1 


We nen Is ſenfible in kis 2 Kew dle 


ceſſury it is for him to ſubmitto the opinion of others, The 


3 laws 


[81 
laws perhaps are neither made nor adminiſtered according: 
to his private opinion; yet he chuſes to abide by them,” ra- 
ther than to want their protection. Where now it the dif. 
ference in our ſpiritual affaire? It has been ſaid; 4b thüt ve 
« are to worſhip God in the beſt manner we enn; and that 
« every individual, in determining for himſelf, muſt take 


« private conſcience for his guide. Had this maxim been 


applied only to private and perſonal religion, no man would 
have queſtioned the truth of it. But to ſocial religion it is. 
altogether inapplieable. If numbers are to join in the ſame 
form of worſhip, few, if any of them, can worſhip God ac. 
cording to their own ideas of perfection. They who con- 
tend moſt warmly for religious Kberty;; one would think, of 
al} men ſhould be moſt ready to acknowledge the unayoids- 
able varieties of human opinion: and fo long 2s opinions. 
differ, ie will be impoffible for every man, or even for any 
man in every inſtance, to follow his own. All we can do, 
is to join in communion with thoſe who differ from us leaſt. 
and to make it peffible, by mutual-conceffions; to unite in 
the ſame rekgious offices: Which very cbncefhons rs for 
marry deviation front what each party takes to be beſt. Te: 
cannot then be à reaſon for diffenting from a" nationaÞ 
church, that many things, as appeats to” us," tray be- 
changed for the better: ſinee this rexſon wil extend muelfy 
too fur, and baniftt us” in once from alf che chueches in ch: 
world. 92 * 40 a — 11 N 25 . | * 


Yep 
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Vet even this pretence is more ſpecious than the original 
ground of difſent from the ceremonies and the diſcipline of 
the Engliſh church; a ground, as it ſeems, -not yet relin- 

quiſhed by diſſenters, though perhaps not very conſiſtently 
maintained. It has long been held among them, that 

ſcripture only is the rule and the teſt of all religious ordi- 
| nances; and that human authority is to be altogether ex- 
| | cluded. Their anceſtars, I believe, would have been not 
a little embarraſſed with their own maxim, if they had not 
poſſeſſed a ſingular talent of ſeeing every thing in ſcripture, 
which they had a mind to ſee. Almoſt every ſect could 
find there its own peculiar form of church-government : : 
and while they inforced only their own imaginations, they 
believed themſelves to be. executing the decrees of heaven. 

But the preſent race of men, who diſſent from us, will 

hardly maintain that the rules they obſerve, whether in the 

choice of miniſters, or the diſcharge of miniſterial duties, 
= are preſcribed to them by divine authority, Why then do 
W they reje& human? why rather do they admit it in one 
form, and reject it in another? Their miniſters are ſubject, 
and they muſt be ſubje&, to the particular congregations, 
by whom they are employed; perhaps to an aflociation of 
ſeveral. Why not to the community at large? why not to 
that ſovereign authority which is intruſted with the com- 
mon concerns of the whole nation ?—It will readily be al- 
lowed, that, in the kingdom of Chriſt, Chriſt himſelf is 


„ F : 
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the ſole lawgiver, and the ſole judge. But what connexion 
is there between the inviſible kingdom of Chriſt, and the 
outward form of a national church? The laws of His king- 
dom are no other than the conditions he himſelf has pre- 
ſcribed of pardon and falvation. No human power can re- 
peal or change them: no human wiſdom can apply and in- 
force them. But the laws of the national church are quite 
of another kind: rules of expedience only, preſcribed by 
our governors, for the public adminiſtration of the offices e's 
religion. They who ſubmit to theſe rules with a good con- 
- ſcience, and they who ſeparate themſelves for conſcience- 
ſake, may equally be members of Chriſt's ſpiritual kingdom, 
and heirs of eternal happineſs. It is only maintained here, 
that they who depart from rules for no other reaſon than 
becauſe they are preſcribed by authority, act on a principle 
inconſiſtent with the * ** of _O either eccleſi- 
aſtical or civil, | 


May we all of us be careful to diſcharge our i reli 
duties, to the honour of God, the increaſe of true religion, 
and the ſalvation of our own ſouls! and may we never want 
the affiſtance of God's holy ſpirit to ſtrengthen and ſupport 
our weak endeavours! To Him, with the Father, and the 


Son, &c. 
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